6. Punctuation

6.1 We follow traditional American punctuation conventions. Periods and commas always go inside
quotation marks, with colons and semicolons outside quotation marks. Exclamation and question
marks only go inside if they are part of the quotation.

“Tomorrow morning,” he fumbled, “we will seek out the Camembert.”
6.2 Use double quote marks for citations, and single quote marks for citations within citations.

“After long hours of research, they discovered that ‘the cheese’ was in fact an elaborate
scheme to bring down the company.”

6.3 Always use the Oxford comma.
He served a smorgasbord with Birdwood Blue Heaven, Duddleswell, and Cotswold.

6.4 When rendering poetry or lyrics in the main text, use / separated by spaces on either side to
separate lines, and // separated by spaces on either side to separate stanzas

Break my face in / It was the kindest touch you ever gave / Wrap my dreams around your
thighs / And drape my hopes upon the chance to touch your arm // Fabulous muscles

6.5 Otherwise, avoid the use of slashes in terminology. Do not use and/or; simply use or.

6.6 Intersecting identities are not separated by commas.
Black queer author, Asian American trans poet

6.7 Semicolons are to be avoided between clauses. Use a period or comma.

6.8 Colons are only used to introduce examples or block quotations. They are not used to conjoin
two sentences.

6.9 Hyphenation is used where the first of two or more words is used adjectively.


https://www.lexico.com/explore/what-is-the-oxford-comma

A low-lit cathedral

But not with adverbs ending in -ly.

A rarely inspected brick

6.10 We are no longer in the age of the typewriter (even though we do not discriminate against it
as a writing tool). There is no excuse for using a double space after a period unless you just like
torturing copy-editors.
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